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ECOLOGICAL, COMMUNITY-BASED ART & CULTURAL ORGANIZING WORK 

 

Founder / Executive Director 

Earth Celebrations Inc., New York City, 1991 - Present  

Founded Earth Celebrations, a non-profit organization based in New York City dedicated to engaging 
communities to generate ecological and social change through the arts. Conceived, directed, designed and 
produced all programming. Built diverse sector partnerships and grassroots coalition efforts through 
neighborhood and citywide ecological and cultural projects engaging residents, youth, artists, schools, 
community service centers, academic institutions, municipalities and government officials. Projects raised 
awareness, mobilized action and impacted policy change including the 15 year Save Our Gardens project 
that led to the preservation of hundreds of community gardens in New York City.  

Earth Celebrations Community-Engaged Ecological Art Projects  

• Ecological City: A Cultural & Climate Solutions Action Project ,  2017-2019, Lower East Side, NYC. 

• Vaigai River Restoration Pageant, 2013-2015, Madurai, South India  

• Hudson River Restoration Pageant, 2009-2012, Hudson River Park, Downtown, New York City 

• Save Our Gardens Pageants, 1991-2005, Lower East Side Community Gardens, New York City 

Earth Celebrations Community Organizing Programs 

Vaigai River Restoration Project, 2013-2015, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, South India.                                                            
Initiated and founded an international and local community-engaged ecological and cultural project and 
citywide effort to restore the Vaigai River Madurai, India. Conceived, built and implemented project, 
enlisting sponsor/partners: Dr. Geeta Mehta (Asia Initiatives & Columbia University, Department of Urban 
Studies and Architecture), Dhan Foundation in Madurai, India 

Lower East Side Garden Preservation Coalition, 1994-1999. Initiated and managed grassroots effort to 
preserve community gardens and coalition of over 40 gardens  

New York City Coalition for the Preservation of Gardens, 1996-1999. Initiated citywide community 
organizing effort uniting gardeners from Harlem, Upper West Side, Bronx, Brooklyn and Lower East Side 
with over 200 gardens (now NYCCGC - New York City Community Garden Coalition) 

 

Co-Project Director / Community Organizer 

Independent Friends of McCarren Park, Brooklyn, 1990-1993 

Worked with artist/activist Phyllis Yampolsky designing and organizing theatrical pageants and festivals to 
save McCarren pool  

 

Artistic Director 

Trash Monster: Create, Parade & Recycle Performance, April 1990-1995  

Lower Manhattan Cultural Council / World Trade Center / Earth Day New York 

Created, exhibited, and performed 50 foot-long Trash Monster dragon made of thousands of recycled soda 
cans and plastic detergent bottles 

 

 



Artistic Director 

Grand Garden Parade, Lincoln Center-Out-Of-Doors Festival, August 1994  

Lincoln Center For The Performing Arts, New York City 

Designed site-specific ecological art community-engagement workshops and pageant 

 

Project Director 

Urban Harvest Parade & Solstice, 1989 & 1990 

New Wilderness Foundation, New York City  

Designed ecological art workshops and procession project 

 

Project Coordinator 

Honeymoon Project, 1991 

Artist Antoni Miralda, The World Financial Center, New York City 

Managed community-engagement and developed workshops engaging New York City public school 
students 

 

Artistic Director 

Day of the Dead Candlelight Procession, Soho-City Hall, New York City, November 1988 & 1990 

Alternative Museum, New York City 

Designed and directed a theatrical pageant. Established partnerships with Artists/Homeless Shelter 
Collaborative and the AIDS Day Treatment Program engaging their creative participation through 
workshops and pageant 

 

Project Coordinator  

Eco-Theater Festival, January-May 1990  

River Barge Productions, New York City 

Coordinated outreach and created archive of ecological artists, lecturers and organizations 

 

Events Coordinator  

The City of New York Department of Parks and Recreation, May-September 1989 

Coordinated parks performance and art events, managed on-site production and logistics and founded 
Ecofest, an ecological and cultural festival, now in its 29th year  

 

Gallery Coordinator / Associate Administrator 

Alternative Museum, New York City, July 1987-November 1988 

Managed administrative organization, artist coordination, logistics, and installation of exhibitions and 
initiated and produced community-engagement cultural pageant program addressing social and ecological 
issues 

 

 



SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

Rubin Museum of Art, December 2018                                                                                                 
Presented the Vaigai River Restoration Project & Pageant in Madurai, South India for Heart of a River 
discussion on rivers of India with Paul. D. Miller & Dr. Geeta Mehta. 

The New School, with Greenwich Village Society of Historic Preservation, April 2018                                          
Presented Earth Celebrations cultural organizing strategies for Climate Change Resiliency - Preserving our 
Neighborhoods Panel Discussion 

Green Festival Expo, Javitz Center, June 2017                                                                                  
Presented cultural organizing strategies to generate change on climate challenges. 

New York University, Climate Action Conference, March 2017                                                                 
Presented Earth Celebrations cultural organizing strategies on Vulnerable Communities Panel 

LUNGS Harvest Festival, Lower East Side Gardens, October 2016-2018                                                                
Presented Earth Celebrations cultural organizing strategies and projects on Artistic Activism Panel & 
Ecological City presentation 

Social Venture Network Conference, November 2016                                                                                               
Directed community-engagement performance and presented Earth Celebrations cultural organizing work 

City Council Hearing: Oversight - Art and Culture as a Catalyst for Political and Social Change, June 2016                                                                                                                                                                   
Speaker and submitted testimony to increase city funding for arts for social change 

Princeton University/Princeton Arts Council, November 2015                                                                              
Presented Earth Celebrations community-engaged ecological art projects and course/project "Art, Ecology, and 
Community: Lake Carnegie Pageant" developed for Princeton University to protect the local watershed.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Columbia University, Department of Urban Studies and Architecture, June 2015                                                    
Speaker - Presentation on Earth Celebrations ecological and cultural organizing projects including the Vaigai 
River Restoration Project in Madurai, India.                                                                                                       

Marble Collegiate Church, New York City, Social Entrepreneurism, 2012                                                                            
Speaker on Earth Celebrations ecological arts projects and organization                                                                                                   

 

JUROR PANEL: 

Columbia University, Department of Urban Studies and Architecture, June 2016                                                 
Juror Panel  (representing Community Engagement) for Water Urbanism Session, Vaigai River Restoration 
Project in Madurai, India & Rio Paraiba, Rio Brazil.                                                                                                       

Lower Manhattan Cultural Council/New York State Council on the Arts, 2003-2005                                                    
Juror Panel for visual arts committee to select grants for the Fund for Creative Communities Awards 

 

TEACHING, WORKSHOPS, CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT    

PS 376 (Earth School), 2018 
Developed curriculum and directed elementary after-school ecological arts workshop series program  
 
Princeton University, Princeton Atelier, Lewis Center of the Arts, 2015-2016                                                                     
Developed course "Art, Ecology, and Community: A Lake Carnegie Pageant" 
 
Vaigai River Restoration Project & Pageant, India, October 2014-May 2015 
Engaged academic institutions in Madurai, South India and New York City to join as partners, integrating the 
project into curriculum including Columbia University, Department of Urban Studies and Architecture 
 
Earth Celebrations, Art & Ecology Workshops, 1991-present                       
Designed ecological art curriculum for workshops engaging community  
 



 

AWARDS 

• International Women's Caucus on Art to the United Nations - Artistic Activism Award, 2017 

• New York City Department of Cultural Affairs Public Service Award, 1995-2005 

• Lower Manhattan Cultural Council - MCAF-Creative Communities-Creative Engagement, 1992-2018                                                                                                        

• Threshold Foundation, International Visual Arts Award - Save Our Gardens Project, 1996-1997 

• Friends of the United Nations International Award for Creating Common Unity, 1996 

• International Friends of Transformative Art Award, 1994 

 

INTERNSHIPS 

The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, N.Y. June-August 1986 

Musee de l ’Homme, archeological site-La Grotte de L'Arago,  Tautavel, France. May-June 1986 

Christ ie’s Art Auction House, New York. May-August 1984 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art,  New York. October 1982-June 1983 

 

EDUCATION 

New York University, New York 

M.A. Performance Studies 1994 

 

Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York 

B.A. Art History 1987 

 

La Sorbonne / Ecole du Louvre, Paris, France  

January-June 1986 

Trinity College, Rome, Italy 

September-December 1985 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRESS:  

Books: 
Sparkles, Sarah, 2013. Parades, Parties, and Protests: Creative Resistance Culture. 218 Press. 
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Lexington Press. 
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Routledge.  
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Films: 
Saint-Gilles, Philippe, Director, 2010. New York Confidential: Downtown Manhattan. Arte Television Channel, 
France/Germany. (Documentary aired throughout Europe on 9/11 and on Swiss Air) 
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Television and Radio: 
Earth Celebrations pageants, programs, and community organizing rallies and events have been featured on all 
network news including ABC, CBS, NBC, WOR9, WB11, MNN, GritTV with Laura Flanders, CNN, and PBS. 
International Television includes Arte, Fujsankei, and BBC.  Radio includes WNYC, NPR, and WBAI. 
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Glassman, Carl, 2011. “The Hudson River Pageant.” The Tribeca Trib. Vol 17 No. 9. May. 
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